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f99c0e132eWhen the United States military unveiled this

year’s National Defense Authorization Act, it didn’t offer any
commentary on whether it was a breach of US sovereignty
for the United States to conduct direct surveillance against
the citizens of a friendly foreign nation on foreign soil. But

that kind of thing has been going on since 2001. The
disclosures of the National Security Agency’s worldwide

surveillance programs were a headline story in 2005. Since
then, the methods have continued and become more

sophisticated, attracting the attention of the whistleblower
Edward Snowden, who in early June revealed the existence
of a separate US program called Prism, which he claims to
have overseen but which was previously unknown to the
public. In a series of media interviews and a lengthy new

article at Wired magazine, Snowden revealed the scope of
these programs, and the US government’s effort to hide

them from public view. Obama was not the first president to
support a global warrantless surveillance system. The Bush
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administration was not necessarily any more cavalier about
such a thing than its predecessors, but it is worth noting
that Obama’s NSA is several times bigger than the NSA

under any of his predecessors. Then there’s the fact that
Bush was wrong. As many commentators noted, the Bush
administration became more cavalier about privacy after
the Watergate revelations. All the disclaimers in the world

will not hide the facts; we learn them every day. Snowden’s
revelations have made a lot of people feel a lot of things,
including anger. They’ve made some feel angry. I’m left

wondering what exactly it is that Snowden did. The problem
we’re all faced with is that the US government has a
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