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Irom Sharmila (1926–2003)
was an Indian human

rights activist. In 2000, she
and a team of lawyers
defended human rights
activist Aruna Roy from

false charges, who faced
imprisonment for
challenging and

questioning the Indian
constitution. Early life Irom

(birth name Sharmila
Majhi) was born on 17

October 1926 in a business
family from Cuttack district
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of Orissa. She enrolled in
the University of Delhi,

where she completed her
MA and PhD degrees. She
was married to an Indian

Revenue Service (IRS)
officer. Career She was the

former president of the
Delhi-based All India
Krantikari Sangharsh
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