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DES MOINES, Iowa (CNN) -- With Election Day less than four weeks away, it appears the health
care debate will be on top of the ticket in next month's midterm elections. Reaching for universal
health care is more difficult for Democrats than it is for Republicans. Democrats and liberal groups
are hurling allegations and ads against Republican candidates who they say support a massive
government takeover of health care, but it's harder for them to make that same case against
Democratic candidates. "No one is for a government takeover of health care," said Sen. Barack
Obama, D-Illinois. "Most people want universal health care." But for most of the Democrats in the
running, the central tenet of their platform is universal health care. Seven-term incumbent Sen. Tom
Harkin, D-lowa, is the lone Democrat not committed to achieving universal health care. He is closely
aligned with Sen. John Kerry, D-Massachusetts, who on Sunday said he has a "sacred obligation" to
advocate for universal health care. President Obama, meanwhile, has said he's going to support
Harkin if he is re-elected. "I'm a Democrat and if I'm president, I will support Tom Harkin," Obama
said. The Democratic candidates all support an expansion of Medicaid, which pays for medical care
for the poor, and a national long-term, comprehensive health care plan. A difference among the
candidates is their proposed ways of covering poor people. Hillary Clinton, for example, supports an
expansion of Medicaid and calls for a public health insurance option -- a government-run insurance
plan similar to what exists now in the form of Medicare. The public option was the centerpiece of the
Democrats' 2004 health care debate. In January of this year, Sen. John Edwards, D-North Carolina,
told reporters that Clinton's plan would have to be amended to "exclude that private 79a2804d6b
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