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to say that Godo Onodera’s Boku no leu-san, the latest production to come from Shin-Ei Animation, is a film by the superstar producer. Kicking off in October 2012, it has been six years in the making and the question is, does it live up to the colossal reputation Onodera has built for himself? The answer, perhaps, is a flinty unequivocal
yes. Onodera’s trademark blend of silly, light-hearted, absurd humour and darkness (or, if you'll pardon the pun, blackness) is intact and the brand of comedy is kept simple; a tale of two chums who have their character strengths and weaknesses sorted out, even if they have some interesting conflicts to overcome. While the simple
premise sets it apart from his previous film (his name is “competition” you know), Onodera has a co-writer in the form of screenplay writer Tamiya Kawamura. The two previously teamed up on Baka to Test to Shoukanjuu (2011) in the TV show adaptation of acclaimed manga Shoukanjuu Daikoukai! (2010) by Shou Takamori. A solid writer
of smart and engaging, if quirky, scripts Kawamura is also well-known for his light-hearted nature, which makes his involvement in this script a bit of a surprise. In fact, at first glance, the first film produced by Shin-Ei Animation under its short-lived Nagano Pictures (a subsidiary of the company that is owned by the Onodera family) is a
far cry from the norm; in fact, it's so unusual
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